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Full Council meeting – 9th September 2026

Minutes of the meeting of Lingfield Parish Council as above, held at Lingfield & Dormansland Community Centre, 19:00.              

[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Present: Cllr C Downing, Cllr R Mitchell, Cllr G Marks, Cllr J Fudge (Chair).
Absent: Cllr L Steeds.

In attendance: Alan Smart (Asst. Clerk), Shadow Unitary Cllr Greenfield and District Cllr Lockwood.
No members of the public were in attendance. 

Minutes.
  50) To appoint a Chairperson for 2026/27.

Cllr Downing proposed Cllr Fudge as Chairperson Cllr Mitchell seconded and Cllr Fudge was unanimously appointed. 
Cllr Fudge signed the Chairman’s acceptance of office for 2026/27. 

  51) To appoint a Vice Chair for 2026/27.
Cllr Fudge proposed Cllr Downing as Vice Chairperson Cllr Mitchell seconded and Cllr Downing was unanimously appointed. 

   52) Apologies for absence
To RECEIVE any apologies.
Cllr Steeds.

53) Declarations of interest/Request for dispensations
To RECEIVE any declarations of interest. To RESOLVE to grant dispensations where appropriate.
The Chair reminded Cllrs to declare when necessary. 
Cllr Fudge declared an interest re agenda item 42 regarding Tree work.

54) To consider Co-option to the Council. 
Neither potential candidates attended the meeting.  

55) Public Participation
Members of the public are welcome to attend the meeting. Any member of the public, who so wishes, may speak at this point of the meeting on items within the remit of the Council. No previous notice need be given. The maximum time allotted for this item is 15 minutes in total unless directed otherwise by the Chair.
None. 

56) District and County Councillors’ reports
To NOTE as above.
Cllr Greenfield reported that the formation of the Unitary Council remains ongoing despite recent halts elsewhere. All committees are now established. A scrutiny committee has been established to ensure issues like assets are dealt with appropriately. 
IT remains an issue but aims to be restored by Christmas.
The priority is for everything to be ‘safe and legal’ by April 1st, 2027.
Cllr Lockwood reported that the local plan consultation had now ended. There had been 3,500 responses to the 4 options which would now be sifted.
The Regulation 19 exercise is due at the end of October 2026 with the aim of being presented to the full Council in December 2026. 
Note The Cllrs wanted the process to be discussed at the October Council meeting and requested that this be added to the agenda.
BIFFA were still experiencing issues and customers DD payment schedules are extended as a mitigation measure.

57) Council meeting minutes: 7th July 2026. 
[bookmark: _Hlk200615145]To RESOLVE that the minutes of the meeting of the Council as above having been previously circulated, be taken as read and approved.  To NOTE any matters arising.

The Council RESOLVED to accept the minutes as a true record and the Chair signed them. 

58) Planning:

(i) To CONSIDER live planning applications and appeals and ratify Parish Council decisions in the absence of a formal meeting in August. 

	Application:
	2026/689/NH

	Proposal:
	Erection of a single storey extension which would extend beyond the rear wall of the original house by 8 metres, for which the maximum height would be 3.51 metres, and for which the height of the eaves would be 2.43 metres. (Larger Home Extension) (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 (as amended) - Schedule 2, Part 1, Class A)

	Location:
	Felwood, Felcourt Road, Felcourt, East Grinstead, Surrey, RH19 2LF



The Committee RESOLVED to support the application as they did with application 219. 

	Application:
	2026/739

	Proposal:
	Variation of Condition 2 (Approved drawings) of planning permission ref: 2025/823 dated 15/01/2026 (Development comprising the erection of 2 no. detached houses, with associated car and cycle parking, refuse stores and new landscaping) to allow single storey side extension to each dwelling and relocation of cycle and refuse store.

	Location:
	Land Rear Of, Fair Orchard, Camden Road, Lingfield, Surrey, RH7 6AF




The Council made no comment on this application.

	Application:
	2026/783

	Proposal:
	Variation of Condition 2 (Approved drawings) and Condition 3 (Materials) of planning permission ref: 2024/1231 dated 04/08/2025 (Demolition of the existing house and construction of a four-bedroom detached dwelling) to allow removal of rear balcony element, amendments to the roof shape/form to accommodate solar panels, and changes to front door and roof tile materials.

	Location:
	Rosehill, Chestnut Walk, Felcourt, East Grinstead, Surrey, RH19 2LB



The Committee RESOLVED to support the application as they did with application 219. 

	Application:
	2026/707

	Proposal:
	Erection of a front extension to an existing bungalow, erection of a porch and raised access platform/decking area to provide access to a relocated side entrance.

	Location:
	The Bungalow, Weir Courtney, Blackberry Lane, Lingfield, Surrey, RH7 6NG



The Committee RESOLVED to support the application as they did with application 219. 

	Application:
	2026/819

	Proposal:
	Retrospective permission for the demolition of the existing garage, and planning permission requested for the erection of a single-storey ancillary outbuilding to provide a garden room, home office and storage incidental to the enjoyment of the main dwelling.

	Location:
	The Bungalow, Weir Courtney, Blackberry Lane, Lingfield, Surrey, RH7 6NG



This item was deferred. 

	Application:
	2026/805

	Proposal:
	Demolition of rear, single storey portion of existing house. Demolition of existing front porch. Erection of new single storey, flat roof rear extension with associated hard landscaping. Erection of enlarged first floor bedroom with new roof gable.

	Location:
	The Gallops, 58 Lincolns Mead, Lingfield, Surrey, RH7 6TA



The Committee RESOLVED to support the application as they did with application 219. 

	Application:
	2026/976

	Proposal:
	Introduction of a vehicular access, drive and parking area

	Location:
	William Buckwell Memorial Almshouses, 58 Godstone Road, Lingfield, Surrey, RH7 6BT



	
	


The Council noted the amended application. The Committee RESOLVED to support the application 2026/171 but would like to see the introduction of parking restrictions outside the Almshouses. With this application they wished to add a concern about sightlines for oncoming traffic which they felt would be dangerous.

	Application:
	2026/804

	Proposal:
	Change of use of existing ground floor commercial unit from sui generis (tattoo parlour) to Class E (café/coffee shop).

	Location:
	The Cage Cabin, Plaistow Street, Lingfield, Surrey, RH7 6EY



The Committee RESOLVED to support the application as they did with application 219. 

	Application:
	2026/991/NH

	Proposal:
	Erection of ground floor rear extension which would extend beyond the rear wall of the original house by 4 metres, for which the maximum height would be 3.23 metres, and for which the height of the eaves would be 3 metres. (Larger Home Extension) (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 (as amended) - Schedule 2, Part 1, Class A)

	Location:
	85 Lincolns Mead, Lingfield, Surrey, RH7 6TA



The Committee RESOLVED to support the application as they did with application 219. 

	Application:
	2026/981

	Proposal:
	Demolition of existing single storey garage. Proposed single storey garage to front.

	Location:
	White Lodge, Blackberry Road, Felcourt, East Grinstead, Surrey, RH19 2LH



The Council objected to this as per 2026/ 501 – their objection remained the same as this was simply a repeat of that application. The Council objects to the application due to its proximity to the highway. It is too prominent in the street scene and is overly large in terms of size and scale compared to the residential property and the current garage.

59) Clerks Report – Duly noted. 

60) Correspondence – All circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting. 
The external audit completion was duly noted and the Clerk had arranged the appropriate public rights notices. 
The Cllrs approved the sum of £3,750 being the annual payment for maintenance of the Churchyard.

61) Community Centre Programme – JF to lead. 
Cllr Fudge reported on the activities at the centre and a request for support and funding.
The Council RESOLVED to add a specific request with costs to the next agenda. Ian Jones will present to the Council on that occasion.
	
62) To RECEIVE update on asset transfer from Tandridge District Council and CONSIDER associated costs. 
The recent correspondence from Surrey Hills Solicitor had been circulated prior to the meeting. The matter was progressing and was regularly chased by the Clerk. A further update on transfer completions was anticipated shortly. 

63) Open consultations - Government Reorganisation 
To RECEIVE any consultations as above and to RESOLVE responses if applicable.
There was no further update to note. 

64) To RECEIVE update on Conservation Appraisal.
The Clerk reported SCC had raised a few queries and Cllr Lockwood had added her comments. Any further PC responses and input should be submitted ASAP. 
The Council RESOLVED to continue with the current representation with the Clerk reporting action / consultation to the Council. 

65) Schedule of payments
To RECEIVE and RESOLVE to approve.  Any queries to be directed to the office before the meeting. 

Payee Name 			Amount Paid 						Transaction Detail PAYROLL 				386.72 							PAYROLL 
PAYROLL 				529.10 							PAYROLL 
CYPRESS BAY 			240.00 							ALLOTMENTS 
OFFICE EXPENSES 			108.99 							OFFICE EXPENSES PAYROLL 				1,947.54 						PAYROLL 
EDF 				43.41 							EDF 
SESW 				54.17 							SESW 
SURREY PENSION FUND 		587.69 							SURREY PENSION OFFICE EXPENSES 			209.39 							OFFICE EXPENSES 
RV DELLER 				700.00 							MAINTENANCE OPTIMISE 				45.00 							PAYROLL 
GOOGLE 				70.00 							GOOGLE 
SLCC 				418.00 							TRAINING 
AMAZON 				399.99 							LAPTOP 
FESTIVE LIGHT CO 			4,674.25 						XMAS LIGHTS 
SLCC 			 	400.00 							CONFERENCE 
GOOGLE 				69.73 							GOOGLE 
GOOGLE				63.00 							GOOGLE 
GIFF GAFF		 		15.00 							TELEPHONE 
ZURICH 				3,281.29 						INSURANCE
RV DELLER 				620.00 							MAINTENANCE 	
SURREY PENSION FUND 		587.69 							SURREY PENSION PAYROLL				1,947.54 						PAYROLL
PAYROLL 				529.10 							PAYROLL 
HMRC				2,265.73 						HMRC 
SESW				112.75 							SESW 
SESW 				122.54 							SESW 
ICO					47.00 							DATA 
PAYROLL 				386.72 							PAYROLL 
EDF 				43.31 							EDF 
BT 					182.65 							BT 
WINDOW FLOWERS 		3,869.06 						WINDOW 
OFFICE EXPENSES 			65.69 							OFFICE EXPENSES 
OFFICE EXPENSES 			167.88 							OFFICE EXPENSES 
X SKIPS 				416.00 							ALLOTMENTS
PAYROLL 				1,947.54 						PAYROLL 
OPTIMISE				 45.00 							OPTIMISE 

Total Payments 27,899.47 
The Council RESOLVED to accept the payment schedule.

66) To RECEIVE and APPROVE the account summary 2026/27 and bank reconciliation. 
The Council RESOLVED to approve the account summary 26/27 and the bank reconciliation which was duly signed as a true record. 

67) To APPROVE outsourcing pond alarm. 
Cllr Fudge outlined the costs for outsourcing the pond alarm. 
The Council RESOLVED to consider this at the next meeting. 

68) To APPROVE maintenance works and costs as follows:
(i) Trees - The Council RESOLVED to seek further quotes for tree work at Centenary Allotments and the Pond. 
(ii) Allotments – The Council RESOLVED to ratify the expenditure of £588.00 for the gate post replacement. Further costs for the fence would be considered at the next meeting. 
69) Lingfield Parish Council website update: (Cllr J Fudge to lead)
Cllr Fudge reported that work was ongoing and that the matter should be resolved in about 2 months.

70) Village Environment 
(i) Assets of Community Value – The Clerk report was duly noted. A further update would be provided in due course. 
(ii) 20MPH zone – The Clerk noted a lack of progress from SCC and TDC re a combined speed survey. The Council had previously agreed to investigate options with SCC but the matter had not progressed and the Chair proposed that this was not progressed further. 
The Council RESOLVED to not continue with the project.

71) Grant Applications: 
To RECEIVE as above and CONSIDER any applications.

(i) Lingfield Marathon minibus 
The Council RESOLVED to grant £500.
(ii) Budgeted grants to the Church £3750 and Meals on Wheels £800 and Community News £800 were also noted. 

72) Councillor Reports
None 

73) Notification of meeting/Suggested items for agenda.

To NOTE any suggested items for the next Council meeting:

· Community Centre 
· Website / social media
· Remembrance arrangements
· Regulation 19
· Neighbourhood Plan 








74) Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960
To RESOLVE that in view of the confidential/special nature of the business about to be transacted it is advisable that the press/public be excluded and instructed to withdraw during discussion.

(i) Staffing 
The Council NOTED the NALC award and the Clerk’s report including staff updates including the data processing training and data processing audit for all staff. 
(ii) Meeting Schedule
The Council RESOLVED to accept the schedule.




Meeting closed 8.20pm
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