Lingfield Parish Council

NINTH ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY
Minutes of the ninth Annual Parish Assembly of Lingfield Parish held on Monday 21st April 2008 in the Lingfield and Dormansland Community Centre at 7.30pm
Present: 
In the chair – Mr R. Palmer, Chairman, Lingfield Parish Council

David Wilkes, Bob Drew, Jean Drew, Christine Martin, Ann Ball, John Ball, Fay Taylor, Trevor Crowhurst, Dave Samuel, Paul Pire, Kate and Alan Reynolds, Ken Rimington, Jean Rimington, Win Penny, D. Thackaberry, J. Potter, Colin Edwards, Keith Pratt, Claire Pratt, Kate Taylor-Smith, D.Netherclift, Julie Hearn, Jan Parris, Heather Francis, Peter Francis, C. Edwards, L. Edwards, Jo Smith, H. Gaskell, J. King, Judy Lindell, Sally Cole, Paul Hearnden, Steve Gendall, Paul Clifton, Lisa Day, Jonathan Day, Ian Smith, M. Vasey, C. Vasey, R. Snow, Chris D’Avray, Pam Tomsett, Peter Bullock, D. Cowling, Valerie Millar, Graham Marks, Fran Palmer, Sonia Perkins, Brian Perkins, Lisa Bangs, Mary Edwards
In attendance:  Fay Elwood, Parish Clerk


   One member of the press
1. Welcome by Chairman of the Parish Council
The Chairman welcomed those present and gave an overview of recent council activities. The council’s work has been organised into ‘areas of responsibility’ which are overseen by pairs of councillors.  The council, following a review of expenditure, has also adopted the content of two documents, namely ‘Objectives and Priorities for 2008 and Beyond’ and  ‘Principles of Expenditure’. He also explained that the council had changed to bi-monthly meetings and this would be reviewed at the forthcoming annual meeting to be held in May.
2. District and County Council Issues

Ken Rimington gave a report about County Council issues and reported that the most significant achievement during the past year was the campaign to keep Lingfield and Dormansland in the catchment area for Oxted School.

Lisa Bangs (District Councillor) reported that she will continue to campaign on common sense issues affecting residents.  Namely, parking problems; lack of infrastructure to support so much development; playground provision and recycling services.

Kate Taylor-Smith asked what the District Council are trying to achieve regarding parking.

The primary aim is safety but also to stop abuse of parking bays and improve trade in the village.

John Day complained about inconsiderate parking and Ron Palmer explained how the Parish Council’s plan to ‘buy’ extra warden time had been rejected because of employment complications.  TDC has, however, promised to carry out regular purges on parking infringements.

3. Members Reports

Planning Committee

Mary Edwards, Chairman of the Planning Committee, explained the role of the Parish Council in the planning process and outlined the major issues confronted in the past year.  We have been consulted on just over 100 applications, the most contentious being:- the change of use of the former Trading Post from A1 Retail to A3 Restaurant; the series of applications for retirement flats on Town Hill and the recent application for a new GP Surgery on Talbot Road Recreation Ground.  The Parish Council’s priority is to protect the Green Belt and the Conservation Area and to encourage the preservation of retail facilities in the village.

Environment and Parish Property (Graham Marks and Valerie Millar)
Graham Marks gave a brief report about his area of responsibility, referring to the various consultations the Parish Council has responded to in recent months.  
Members have been concerned about the frequency of grass cutting around the village and the council has instructed its handyman to include extra areas in the regular programme of work.  Special attention has been paid to the twitten between Newchapel Road and Drivers Mead but we now need to discourage residents from fly-tipping.  
He thanked Lingfield Horticultural Society for maintaining the planters.  

Graham has also been liaising with youth workers and has managed to secure the Youth Bus to visit Lingfield once a week but a suitable location must be identified.

Graham also reported that he has been working (in conjunction with Surrey Community Action) on a questionnaire to identify the level of housing need in Lingfield.  If such a need is proved, the next step will be to try to identify a suitable site for an Affordable Housing scheme.  Such a scheme would provide homes for people with a strong connection to Lingfield.

Grants/Funding (Fran Palmer and Sonia Perkins)

Fran Palmer reported that they were asked to review the annual and discretionary grants and explained the criteria used in their recommendations.  Grant requests received this year were in excess of £13,000, with only £3000 available in the budget.  In future, those applying for grants will be asked to provide supporting documentation and will be encouraged to negotiate contractual expenditure for more than a single year.  Fran and Sonia will also be looking into grant funding for projects identified at Talbot Road Recreation Ground.

Parish Facilities (Mary Edwards and Lisa Bangs)

Mary Edwards explained the management arrangements for the Lingfield Nature Reserves and the Community Centre and the nature of Parish Council’s involvement.  She then went on to explain the Parish Council’s intention to try to improve facilities at Talbot Road and explained that a budget of £10,000 has been set aside for this purpose.  Finally, she explained the setting up of the Allotment Holders’ forum and the intention to monitor the condition of allotments.
Highways, Traffic and Parking (Ron Palmer and Fay Elwood)
This area of responsibility covers road-safety, congestion and control of parking.  We have been waiting for village gateways for some time now and have recently rejected the proposed designs because they were nothing more than a larger speed sign.  The Chairman stated that we would prefer to use the money towards a Vehicle Activated Sign in Godstone Road and there was general agreement from the floor for the idea.





Action:  Ron Palmer to investigate

Ron Palmer went on to talk about the Speedwatch Scheme which is now up and running in Lingfield, Crowhurst and Dormansland, and to appeal for more volunteers.  The new parking arrangements in Gunpit Road car park have meant that there is now always space for shoppers, although it is recognised that some traders are not happy with the fact that the car park is half empty most of the time whilst their staff have nowhere to park.

Peter Bullock referred to the plans for a new surgery and that improvements to the Recreation Facility and the building of flats in EG Road would only serve to increase the parking problems.  The Chairman explained that we hope to utilise the surgery car park at weekends for the sports facility.  
Jo Smith pointed out that the proposed site for the new GP surgery was land given for recreation and protected by restrictive covenants.  This is something for Tandridge District Council’s legal department to investigate but it is thought  the land at Talbot Road comprises two separate parcels, one of which was purchased by Godstone Rural Council and is not restricted by the same covenants.
Action: The clerk will write to TDC to clarify this point.

4. Open Forum

Trevor Crowhurst raised the issue of the closure of Lingfield Leisure and the resulting loss of a facility for the Running Club.  The Chairman replied that if at all possible we will take their needs into consideration when formulating proposals for improvements to the Talbot Road facilities.  Julie Hearn pointed out that Arena Leisure could be in breach of planning conditions by closing the Leisure Club earlier than originally intended.  Brian Perkins explained that the improvements at Lingfield Park Racecourse are part of a twenty million pound expansion scheme and that he has been pressing for some compensation for the village.

Action:  The clerk will contact TDC to ask if planning conditions have been breached.

John Ball raised the issue of the state of the footpath between The Star Inn and Station Road.




Action:  Graham Marks will investigate.

Bob Drew raised the issue of ramblers not staying on public footpaths and the fact that newcomers were not always aware of the route of paths.

Action:  The Parish Council will contact Surrey County Council and try to produce a footpath map for sale locally.

Julie Hearn asked if the Police are still able to issue parking tickets.  PC Clifton explained that they can only issue tickets if a vehicle is causing an obstruction or if it is parked on zig zag lines.  He also stated that if people park outside the Co-Op causing an obstruction he will be issuing tickets.  It was noted that parking has become a particular problem in Old School Place.

Chris D’Avray asked what steps the Parish Council may take to engender a business atmosphere in the village.  He stated that limited time parking was necessary in the High Street.  He also stated that the Parish Council should be pro-active in retaining shops and that the chairman should not be suggesting a boycott.  Ron Palmer explained that he had been misquoted in the press and had never urged resident to boycott the new restaurant.
Ron Palmer explained that when he took office last May, the village was facing a spate of shop closures which led to the idea that the Parish Council may be able to intervene to try to retain a healthy mixture of retail units.  The idea was not for the Parish Council to run a shop, but for us to acquire the lease with the intention of sub-letting in smaller units.  The shop in question was the former Trading Post which has now received Change of Use to allow it to become a restaurant.  The Chairman put the following question to the floor:- ‘If a similar situation arises, would residents support such action by the Parish Council?’  The show of hands indicated that the majority of residents would not support the Parish Council taking such action.  The Chairman thanked everyone for their views and stated that he would not pursue this idea further.
Paul Pirie stated that there should be short-term parking bays in the High Street and that he doesn’t support the Parish Council taking on a business venture in the High Street.

Paul Hearnden agreed that we do not need another restaurant and stated that the Chamber of Commerce is in contact with the new owner and that he may consider splitting the unit and sub-letting.

Ann Chappell stated that the parking issue is paramount to the success of businesses in the village and asked whether some of the spaces in Gunpit Road car park could be made available to businesses at a lower rate than is currently charged (An annual permit is currently £207)

Action:   The clerk will find out whether the Parish Council can make a contribution.

We do need to push for time-limits in the High Street.

Action:  The Parish Council will consider lobbying SCC 
Janet King referred to the parking solutions detailed in the Parish Plan, specifically the use of land owned by Arena Leisure.

Brian Perkins explained that they had tried to get some agreement for this when the recent planning application was submitted but had been unsuccessful.

Leisure and Recreation Facilities in Lingfield

The Chairman put the second question of the evening to the floor:-  ‘Are people in favour of resources being diverted to improve recreational facilities in Lingfield?’

The majority of those present thought this is a good idea.  Mary Edwards asked residents to let us know what facilities they would like to see in the village.

Chris D’Avray stated that the pavilion should not be relocated, as is shown on the plans for the GP Surgery.  It is inadequate and needs improvement.

Ron Palmer explained that in addition to money set aside in the Parish Council budget, we will need to identify other sources of funding.  Julie Hearn spoke about a grant offered by ITV but with a closing date of 15th May we would not be in a position to apply for this.

Finally, the chairman explained that he recognised the need to raise awareness of the Parish Council and we have already taken a ‘Noticeboard’ feature in Lingfield Living, in addition to the regular feature in Community News.  His intention is to have a fully contested election in three years time.  The chairman thanked those present for attending.
Meeting Closed at 10.25pm
