Lingfield Parish Council
________________________________________________________________________


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF LINGFIELD PARISH COUNCIL HELD
ON TUESDAY 25th MARCH 2008 AT 8PM IN THE LINGFIELD AND DORMANSLAND COMMUNITY CENTRE

Present:
Ron Palmer – in the chair
Fran Palmer

Graham Marks 
Valerie Millar

Mary Edwards

Sonia Perkins

Lisa Bangs

Ken Rimington (SCC Councillor) (part of meeting)
Brian Perkins (TDC Councillor) (part of meeting)
1 member of the press

In attendance:
Fay Elwood (Parish Clerk)
1 PROCEDURAL MATTERS
1.1 Apologies for Absence

None.
1.2 Declarations of Personal or Prejudicial Interest

None.
1.3 Minutes of Previous Meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 29th January 2008 were signed as a true and accurate record, with the amendment to include Section 137 payments noted.
1.4 Format of Parish Council Agendas

The Chairman introduced his paper outlining proposed changes to the format of the agenda for Parish Council meetings.  Members agreed that in future, items will be dealt with under headings associated with the councillors’ areas of responsibility wherever possible.  In addition, each section will include two further headings to allow members to report on ‘activities since last meeting’ and ‘objectives and priorities – progress report’.  All reports should be submitted in writing in time for distribution to other members with the agenda.

1.5 Actions outstanding from previous meetings (not covered elsewhere on agenda)

(a) Graham Marks has been liaising with Surrey County Council Youth Service and has managed to secure the Youth Bus once a week for Lingfield.  A suitable location needs to be identified and it was agreed the clerk will approach Lingfield Primary School to ask if their car park can be used.










Action: Clerk
(b) The clerk has tried to arrange for the spare notice board to be taken to the Rail Station but has not managed to speak to the person concerned yet.  The clerk will call to inform them it will be delivered and arrange for the handyman to deliver it.





Action: Clerk
(c) Graham Marks is designing a Housing Needs Survey for the Affordable Housing project.  He will circulate to other members for comment before it is distributed.






Action: GM
(d) The clerk will make arrangements for the external post collection box for members.







Action: Clerk
(e) A new grant application form needs to be designed.  This will be presented to the May PC meeting for approval.


Action: SP/FR/Clerk
(f) The clerk has an o/s action to request a refund from SCC for the grass cutting we are undertaking around the village.


Action: Clerk
(g) Lisa Bangs was actioned to draft a reply to TDC concerning the Council’s provision for flooding.  This was overtaken by events and TDC has now made a budget provision for the coming year for this purpose.

(h) The clerk has contacted Pettards to enquire about a warranty for the CCTV.  They will only offer an extension to the ‘Return to Base’ warranty that expires after a year.  The clerk will try to identify local companies who may offer a maintenance contract and will contact other parish councils to see how they handle CCTV maintenance.  The clerk will also investigate insuring against this expenditure.





Action: Clerk
2 FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION

2.1  Bank Reconciliation and Cheques for Payment

The bank reconciliation to 29th February 2008 showed cash in the bank of £45851.21.  The following cheques were approved for payment:-
	Chq No.
	Details
	Total
	Power to spend

	1262
	Lingfield Chamber of Commerce - Christmas Lights
	300.00
	LGA 1972 s.137

	1263
	Lingfield Art Limited Grant
	450.00
	LGA 1972 s145

	1264
	Lingfield Guides - Grant
	300.00
	LGA 1972 s.137

	1265
	Lingfield Scouts - Grant
	300.00
	LGA 1972 s.137

	1266
	Lingfield Cricket Club - Grant
	500.00
	LG(MP)A 1976 s19

	1267
	Lingfield Youth Fc - Grant
	500.00
	LG(MP)A 1976 s19

	1268
	Surrey Air Ambulance  - Grant
	200.00
	LGA 1972 s.137

	1269
	Action for Life - Grant
	200.00
	LGA 1972 s.137

	1270
	Ling and Dormans Comm Centre - Room Hire
	100.00
	LGA 1972 s.111

	1271
	F. Elwood - Clerk's Salary
	744.96
	LGA 1972 s.111

	1272
	Inland Revenue PAYE and NI
	173.95
	LGA 1972 s.111

	1273
	Viking Direct - Equipment for Talbot Road
	61.28
	LG(MP)A 1976 s19

	1274
	Viking Direct - Equipment for Talbot Road
	5.37
	LG(MP)A 1976 s19

	1275
	R.V. Deller - Gun Pond
	360.00
	LGA Act 1972 Sch 14

	1276
	TAB Landscapes - remedial work at Talbot Road
	100.00
	LG(MP)A 1976 s19

	1277
	Balfour Beatty - Taking down CCTV for repair
	123.38
	Local Govnt and Rating Act 1997

	1278
	SALC - Clerk's Training Day
	35.25
	LGA 1972 s.111

	1279
	F. Elwood - Clerk's Salary
	744.96
	LGA 1972 s.111

	1280
	Inland Revenue PAYE and NI
	173.95
	LGA 1972 s.111

	1281
	Balcombe Pest Control - rat baiting at Gun Pond
	143.35
	LGA Act 1972 Sch 14

	1282
	Balfour Beatty - Replacing CCTV after repair
	98.70
	Local Govnt and Rating Act 1997

	1283
	Lingfield Living - Noticeboard feature in March edition
	56.00
	LGA 1972 s.111

	1284
	Cancelled
	0
	

	1285
	Vision ICT – Gov domain name
	58.75
	LGA 1972 s.111

	1286
	Vision ICT – website hosting
	115.15
	LGA 1972 s.111

	1287
	British Telecom – Phone Bill
	76.56
	LGA 1972 s.111

	1288
	R. V. Deller – Work at Gun Pond
	425.00
	LGA Act 1972 Sch 14

	1289
	Surrey Community Action
	25.00
	LGA 1972 s.111

	1290
	EDF Energy
	40.36
	War mem Act 1923

	
	Total
	6411.97
	


2.2 Risk Assessments
Members approved the Risk Assessments for 2007/08.

2.3 Overspends

Members approved an overspend of £10 on the Training budget for 2007/08.

2.4 Virement

Members approved a virement of £360 from ‘Asset Register’ to ‘Admin’ in the 2007/08 budget.

2.5 Surrey Village of the Year Competition 2008

Members agreed not to enter the competition in 2008.

2.6 Rat Baiting at Gun Pond

Members agreed the one off cost of £122 to Balcombe Pest Control for the provision of rat baits at Gun Pond.  The Co-Op has agreed to reimburse us 50% of this amount.  Balcombe Pest Control has recommended follow-up visits every two months for a year.  The clerk was asked to contact TDC Environmental Health Department to find out if this is a reasonable suggestion.  Members agreed to pay for three further visits for the time being.










Action: Clerk
2.7 Correspondence

Members noted correspondence received since the last meeting.
2.8 Members Allowances

The clerk has been researching members’ allowances following a request from the chairman to provide members with computer consumables.  We have been advised by SCAPTC that a members’ allowance is the only satisfactory way to achieve this.  Members agreed to submit a request to TDC for the Remuneration Panel to set a level of allowances for parish council members.  The Parish Council can then decide if it wishes to adopt a system of members’ allowances and members can decide whether to claim them.  The clerk will check whether the allowances are taxable.



Action: Clerk
2.9 External Auditor

Members noted the appointment of BDO Stoy Hayward as our external auditor for the 2007/08 accounts.

2.10 Annual Parish Assembly

The first half of the assembly will be taken up with ‘responsible councillors’ reporting on achievements in the past year and objectives for the next one.  There will be an opportunity for those present to ask questions.  A refreshment break will be followed by a discussion session on two issues facing the Parish Council at the moment:- The loss of retail units in Lingfield and the proposed review of recreation and leisure facilities.  Invitations will not be sent to individuals but representatives from local organisations will have an opportunity to hand out information during the refreshment break.  The District and County Councillors will be invited to address the assembly and representatives from the Police and Fire Brigade will be asked to attend.  The clerk will write to local organistions and prepare an agenda.



Action: Clerk
2.11 Public Awareness of Parish Council Activities

The Chairman explained that the original plan to produce a dedicated Parish Council newsletter had not come to fruition because of the timescale and practical issues which need to be overcome.  However, following positive feedback from residents about the article in Lingfield Living, he proposes to continue communicating with residents by using this publication in conjunction with Community News, the web site and notice boards.  He suggested that a one-off Parish Council Information Sheet may be something he would like to produce in the future.
3
GRANTS, FUNDING AND COMMUNITY PROJECTS
3.1 Community Care

Members noted a letter from Community Care dated 4th February 2008.
3.2 Community News

Members noted a letter from Community News dated 16th February 2008

3.3
Discretionary Grants Payment
Members noted a report from the clerk concerning documentation requested from grant recipients.  It was further noted that the grant to ‘8 Minutes to Oxted’ has not yet been paid because the barrister has not yet submitted his invoice.  Members agreed that the £500 awarded to them will be ring-fenced to be paid on receipt of copy invoice.  No proof of expenditure has been received from Action for Life – clerk to chase.









Action: Clerk

4 PARISH FACILITIES

4.1
Talbot Road Recreation Ground

Members considered the proposals set out by the clerk in a report dated 12th March 2008 and agreed the following:-
The clerk’s hours will be increased by up to five per week for the following purpose:-

To negotiate transfer of the facility from TDC subject to a financial contribution equivalent to their current budget.

To obtain professional advice on the measures need to restore the pitch to an acceptable condition.

To make arrangements for an acceptable level of cleaning and maintenance.

To research appropriate security measures and made recommendations to the Council.

Recommend a new set of charges for use of the facilities.
In the meantime, the responsible councillors (Mary Edwards and Lisa Bangs) will look at the longer term arrangements.  This will include the establishment of a separate organisation to manage the recreational facilities along the lines of the management of the Community Centre, and research into the views of residents and users about possible future uses for the facility.  They will also prepare a report for the Parish Assembly.








Action: ME/LB

4.2 Allotments

Two immediate issues arose from the recent risk assessment:-  There is a problem with rats which needs to be addressed and a problem with dogs getting in under the gate.  The clerk will contact Balcombe Pest Control to ask them to inspect the area for rats and will get quotes for attaching wire netting to the bottom of the gate to keep out dogs.  Members agreed the clerk can authorize the work on the gate within a budget of £100.  








Action: Clerk

A quotation has been received from Creative Landscapes for clearing an area of land at the allotment gardens to provide three more allotments.  Members agreed not to proceed with this idea at the moment for the following reasons:-

The land in question has deep tree roots which would need removing.
The demand for allotments is variable and may reduce in the future.
Dormansland PC is looking for allotment land, which may affect the demand in Lingfield.

The competition for the best kept allotment will be held in July.  Lisa and Mary will arrange for judging and prizes.

Action: LB/ME
5 HIGHWAYS, TRAFFIC AND PARKING

5.1 Old School Place

Members agreed not to request parking restrictions in Old School Place.

5.2 Village Gateways

Surrey County Council has sent us details of the proposed replacement signs they intend to erect in response to our request for gateways.  These were not the design we agreed, and the clerk was asked to reply to this effect.  Our financial contribution will depend on whether they are willing to change the design.  It was also felt that the location is too near to the village.






Action: Clerk
6 VILLAGE ENVIRONMENT, INRASTRUCTURE AND PROPERTY

6.1 Fly Posting

The chairman asked members whether they are happy with the practice of attaching posters to fences and railings, specifically the fence by Barclays Bank and the railings on the corner of East Grinstead Road.  Whilst appreciating the need for organisations to publicise their events it was felt that the current practice makes areas of the village appear untidy.  The chairman will draft a letter to the management of St. Christophers to ask them to discourage people from using their fence as a notice board.  








Action: RP

Graham Marks suggested providing a Community Notice Board.  The clerk will investigate.





Action: Clerk
7 TRAINING AND MEETINGS

7.1 Visit to Nature Reserves

Sonia, Mary and Graham will attend a tour of the Nature Reserves on Saturday 29th March starting at 9.30am.

7.2 Lorries off Rural Detours

There is a meeting of LORDs on 1st April 2008.  Graham Marks is our representative but cannot attend on this occasion.

7.3 East Surrey Parishes Liaison Group

Ron Palmer will attend the meeting to be held on Thursday 17th April 2008 at the Council Offices in Oxted.

8 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES

8.1 Surrey County Association of Town and Parish Councils

Members noted the minutes of the 59th Annual General Meeting of SCAPTC.

8.2 SCAPTC – Constitution

Members approved the fifth redraft of the constitution for the Surrey County Association of Town and Parish Councils.

9 CURRENT CONSULTATIONS

9.1 Footpath 437

Members agreed the diversion of the footpath subject to the special permissions to use the existing footpath being specifically written into the agreement.  The clerk was asked to find out whose responsibility it will be to maintain the footpath.



Action:  Clerk
9.2 Council’s Fairer Charging Policy

Members noted the reply to our response to the above consultation.  

9.3 Local List of Planning Application Requirements

Mary Edwards will decide whether a response is required to this consultation.









Action: ME

10 MATTERS FOR REPORTING OR INCLUSION OF FUTURE AGENDA

Fran Palmer informed members that the Guest House Advisory Committee has requested we remove Parish Council pictures from the meeting room.  She will investigate and make recommendations to the next PC meeting.








Action: FP

11 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council will take place on 13th May 2008 and the next Parish Council meeting will take place on 27th May 2007.

