Lingfield Parish Council
________________________________________________________________________


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF LINGFIELD PARISH COUNCIL HELD
ON TUESDAY 27th MAY 2008 AT 8PM IN THE LINGFIELD AND DORMANSLAND COMMUNITY CENTRE

Present:
Ron Palmer – in the chair
Fran Palmer

Graham Marks 
Valerie Millar

Mary Edwards
Lisa Bangs

Ken Rimington (SCC Councillor) (part of meeting)

1 member of the press

In attendance:
Fay Elwood (Parish Clerk)
1 PROCEDURAL MATTERS
1.1 Apologies for Absence

Sonia Perkins who is on holiday.
1.2 Declarations of Personal or Prejudicial Interest

None.
1.3 Minutes of Previous Meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 25th March 2008 were signed as a true and accurate record.
1.4 Minutes of Annual Parish Assembly

The minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly held on 21st April 2008 were signed as a true and accurate record.

1.5 Minutes of Annual Meeting

The minutes of the Annual Meeting of Lingfield Parish Council held on 13th May 2008 were signed as a true and accurate record.

1.6 Actions Arising from meeting held on 25th March 2008

These will be dealt with under subject headings.

1.7 Actions arising from Annual Parish Assembly

Majority of actions dealt with under subject headings.  One exception is the question to TDC regarding the closure of Lingfield Leisure.  The clerk has contacted the Planning Department and Arena Leisure are not in breach of planning conditions by closing the Leisure Club before the Leisure facility is available on the main site.  The clerk has passed this information to Trevor Crowhurst, who represents Lingfield Running Club.

1.8 Correspondence Received
Members noted correspondence received between 25th March 2008 and 21st May 2008.  Copy attached.
2
FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
The research into the best rates for investment of our reserves has not yet been completed but the bond is not up for renewal until August.









Action:  RP

The clerk provided details of a post box to be attached to the outside of the Community Centre for members to collect mail.  Members agreed to purchase this at a cost of £69.41 + VAT. The Clerk will obtain permission from the Community Centre prior to ordering.









Action:  FE

2.1 Financial Report and Cheques for payment

Members noted receipt of the financial report which included details of expenditure and budget for 2008/09.  The cash held in the bank at 1st May 2008 was £57,988.19.  The Chairman will perform his regular inspection of the accounts on Monday 2nd June, in advance of the visit by the internal auditor which is to take place on 10th June.  The following cheques were agreed for payment:-

	Chq No.
	Details
	Total

	dd
	Orange Broadband
	£27.99

	293
	Mrs F. Elwood - Postage
	£63.00

	294
	TVSC - Subs
	£10.00

	295
	Lingfield Living - Noticeboard feature
	£56.00

	296
	F. Elwood - Postage
	£12.96

	297
	SCAPTC - Subs
	£1,060.31

	298
	F. Elwood - Clerk's Salary
	£733.19

	299
	F. Elwood - Balance of clerk's salary
	£3.60

	300
	Inland Revenue - Month 1
	£179.82

	301
	R. Palmer - Gratuities for tea ladies at Parish Assembly
	£30.00

	302
	Lingfield & Dormans Community Centre - Rent
	£150.00

	303
	Community News s137 grant
	£450.00

	304
	Community Care s137 grant
	600.00

	305
	St Peter and St Paul's Churchyard -grant
	3,000.00

	306
	Lingfield Wildlife Area - grant
	1,500.00

	307
	F. Elwood - Clerk's Salary
	736.59

	308
	Inland Revenue - Month 1
	180.02

	309
	GACC Subscription
	10.00

	310
	LWA - Volunteers Insurance
	112.50

	311
	Broker Network - Insurance
	2,399.86

	312
	R.V. Deller - work at Gun Pond and village centre
	810.00

	313
	F. Elwood - Clerk's Salary
	736.59

	314
	Inland Revenue - Month 2
	180.02

	315
	Citizen's Advice Bureau
	300

	316
	D. Netherclift - Fuel for allotment mower
	30

	317
	D. Netherclift - Repairs for mower
	61.23

	
	
	£13,433.68


2.2 Precept

Members noted receipt of the first half of the precept - £15,500.

3 GRANTS, FUNDING AND COMMUNITY PROJECTS
3.1 Actions Outstanding 

Redesign of the grants application form.  This will be done in time for approval at the July PC meeting.








Action:  FP/SP

3.2 Progress Report

Cheques for annual grants have now been issued.  Some documentation is still awaited for the discretionary grants.  The clerk will remind applicants.








Action: Clerk

Valerie Millar expressed reservations about the grant awarded to Action for Life to set up their pram walks.  Fran Palmer explained that grants were awarded on the basis of the information supplied in the application and any future awards will be dependent on proof that the money benefits residents of Lingfield.

3.3 Section 137 Payment

Members noted that it had not been necessary to ring fence the grant for the ‘8 Minutes to Oxted’ campaign.  £500 has now been paid towards legal costs under the provisions of Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972.
3.4 Churchyard Maintenance

Members noted receipt of a letter dated 31st March 2008 from St Peter and St Paul’s Church concerning competitive tenders for churchyard maintenance.  The annual grant has now been paid.

4 PARISH FACILITIES

4.1 Actions outstanding
Allotment holders do not want a competition for the best kept allotment so this action is cancelled.

4.2 Progress Report

The clerk has written to Richard Woodward concerning the formalisation of a management agreement for Talbot Road Recreation Ground.  Lisa Bangs reported that TDC has no problem with such an arrangement.

4.3 Allotments

Members noted receipt of the minutes of the Allotment Holders Forum held on Tuesday 6th May 2008 and considered recommendations for approval.

a) The allotment holders would like a communal tool storage shed.  Members agreed expenditure up to £500 subject to a plan to recoup the money, either by increasing rents or contributions from allotment holders.  Mary Edwards and Lisa Bangs will formulate a financial arrangement which will provide funds for a shed.

Action: ME/LB

b) David Netherclift has been asked to provide two quotes for repairs to fence at the rear of the allotment gardens.

c) Removal of rubbish is needed to provide space for dedicated compost bins.  The allotment holders will organise a working party and members agreed the Parish Council will cover the cost of skip hire up to £100.  The allotment holders are to inform the clerk when the skip is required.
Action: Clerk

d) Allotment holders requested that dogs are kept on leads whilst at the allotments.  Members agreed to fund a sign to cost no more than £20.

Action Clerk

e) Allotment holders requested input when new tenancies are granted.  Members agreed that they will be consulted but that the final decision would remain with the Parish Council.

f) Members approved the suggestion that new allotment tenants should be given a probationary period of one year to ensure they look after plots adequately.

4.4 Talbot Road

Members noted a report from the clerk dated May 2008. Two inspections have been carried out on the pitch and TDC has provided details of the drainage already in place under the football pitch.  TDC will carry out its usual end of season maintenance during the summer months.  We have been advised that the only real improvements for the drainage of the pitch involve further drainage to take the water away across land owned by Arena Leisure.  This would also require their agreement.

Improvement in security of the facility will depend on the Council’s policy regarding casual use and the introduction of a booking system.

Members approved expenditure of £130 for a thorough clean of the pavilion and clearing and disposal of rubbish.  The clerk will arrange for this work to be carried out.








Action: Clerk

Members considered the clerk’s recommendation to increase hire charges but decided this is not appropriate at the moment due to the condition of the facilities.

Ron Palmer will take over responsibility for Talbot Road following Lisa Bangs’ decision to step down from this area of responsibility.

5 HIGHWAYS, TRAFFIC AND PARKING

Parking – We have been advised that the parking restrictions in Station Road will be restored within the next three weeks.

Following representations made at the Annual Assembly, we are looking into the possibilities for cheaper all-day parking for traders in Gunpit Road car park.  The Parish Council is not able to make a financial contribution but we will be approaching the District Council to see if they can help.

Again, as a result of the Annual Assembly, we will be asking the Lingfield Chamber of Commerce to canvass their members to find out if there is support for time-limited parking in the High Street.  The clerk will contact the chairman of the Chamber of Commerce.








Action:  Clerk

Speeding Control

The Speedwatch scheme is now fully operational, with ten volunteers regularly monitoring traffic at four Police-approved sites in the village.

We are expecting the installation of a vehicle activated sign in Newchapel Road in the near future and we are now pursuing the possibility of another in Godstone Road instead of the Village Gateways which we agreed not to finance following the revised design.

6 VILLAGE ENVIRONMENT

6.1 Actions outstanding

The suggestion of a community notice board at the fence of St. Christophers in the High Street and the siting of a notice board at the Railway Station.








Action: Clerk

Following complaints received at the Annual Parish Assembly, Graham Marks has inspected the twitten between The Star Inn and the Station.  It appeared to be clear of litter at the time.  No further action at the moment.

Also following the Parish Assembly, the clerk is investigating production of a footpath map. 








Action: Clerk

6.2 Progress Report

Graham Marks provided a report on outstanding issues:-

a) A litter bin is required for the twitten between Newchapel Road and Drivers Mead.  TDC are monitoring the situation to assess the necessity as this area is regularly cleaned as part of the street sweeping schedule.

b) We are waiting for quotes for various maintenance works around the village.

c) SCC has agreed to put information about Buses4U on all bus stops.

d) Fly-tipping – letters have been issued to all residents bordering the Newchapel Road twitten in attempt to discourage residents disposing of their garden waste on the public footpath.

e) Letters have been issued to some residents whose hedges are impeding the footway.

f) Input from the Horticultural Society will be sought regarding addition of plants in the layby by the Newchapel Road twitten and the area beside the public toilets in Godstone Road.



Action: GM
g) Copy of the street-sweeping schedule is awaited to allow monitoring of the work.

h) Water is collecting near to the old cage.  The clerk will arrange for an inspection by English Heritage and await their recommendations.
Action: Clerk

6.3 Affordable Housing

Graham Marks provided a detailed report about the Affordable Housing Scheme which enables Parish Councils to identify and apply for a Rural Exception Site.  Information previously received from Tandridge District Council had led us to believe that Lingfield is eligible for the scheme.  We have now been informed that this information was incorrect and that Lingfield is not eligible until the Core Strategy has been adopted.  Consequently, Lingfield Parish Council will shelve this project until the outcome of adoption of the Core Strategy is known.  When the Core Strategy is adopted, the Parish Council will vote on whether to pursue an Affordable Housing Scheme.  In the meantime, Graham Marks was asked to make members aware of the specific sites he has been considering.







Action:  GM

6.4 Graffiti Removal Kit

Members noted that a kit has been provided by TDC for removal of small amounts of graffiti.  

6.5 Removal of pictures from Guest House

The Parish Council has been asked to remove some pictures from the Library.  Fran Palmer will contact the manager and ask for the pictures to be delivered to the Parish Office.








Action: FP

6.6 Oak Trees
A quote has been received for work to the two oak trees by Gun Pond.  A second quote is awaited and members agreed to spend up to £500 for removal of dead wood.  The clerk to contact Alistair Durkin at TDC for an independent opinion on the work required.








Action: Clerk

6.7 Maintenance work

Only one quote has been received, despite requesting more.  Members agreed expenditure of £150 for lifting and re-laying the flagstones around the war memorial.  

7 TRAINING AND MEETINGS

Lisa Bangs will be attending a meeting of the Sure Start Steering group on 11th June.

8 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES

Members noted receipt of minutes of a meeting of the East Surrey Parishes Liaison Group held on 17th April 2008.  The meeting was attended by Ron Palmer whose recommendation is that we continue membership of this forum.

9 CURRENT CONSULTATIONS

Mary Edwards has looked at the Surrey Minerals Plan Preferred Option Consultation and recommends that no response is required by LPC.

10 MATTERS FOR REPORTING OR INCLUSION ON FUTURE AGENDA

None.

11 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of Lingfield Parish Council will be held on 29th July 2008.  The Chairman gave his apologies in advance.

Meeting closed 9.50pm
